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Minister’s Gleanings 

As it stands now, I changed the sermon topic for November 25th four times. But then, it’s only  
Tuesday; plenty of time to change my mind again. Currently it is neither the topic published in last month’s 
Gleam or the one I gave Eric for the sign out front. Really, I almost can’t wait for church on Sunday to see 
what I’ll say. 

The lesson I take from this horrifying bout of indecision is twofold. I know Holly will enjoy the first part, 
which is that planning too far ahead really doesn’t always pay off. It can create a false sense of complacency 
that things are in place so you don’t have to think too hard about it. And frankly, things change. It pays to  
allow the flexibility to respond to the needs of the moment. 

The second part of the lesson is that overload creates gridlock. Too many cars in the intersection and no one is 
going anywhere. Too many choices for a five-year-old’s birthday party theme and you have a crying five-year-
old. Too much volunteer activity and you have brain overload, which in my case has manifested in a throbbing 
right temple and the inability to make a decision. It’s not the first time, nor do I expect it will be the last. 

Now, I’m all for volunteer activity. I think involvement in the church, in your community, and in the world is 
not only good for the world but also good for you. When you give yourself to things outside of yourself and 
your own concerns it gives you so much in return – it lessens your myopia on your own situation; it opens 
your heart and your mind; it just makes you feel valuable, worthy, humble and beloved. But as a speaker I 
heard recently (whilst in the service of yet another volunteer activity) said, “Too many healthy activities isn’t 
healthy.” Amen. 

It’s that knowing when it’s “too many” that’s the trick sometimes. So consider this column your free pass for 
the holidays. Clip it out like a coupon and the next time I ask you to do something hand it to me and, “Why, 
I’d just love to help, but I can’t right now.” During this festive season of giving and doing and being and  
partying and feeding and shopping and decorating and then un-decorating, may you know peace. When you 
get asked to do something important, wonderful and exciting that you care deeply about and that you just know 
will send your brain into gridlock, may it be OK to say “no.” 

May this be a blessed and joyous holiday season for all. 

In Peace, 

Jackie 

 
Lunch with the Ministers 

Wednesday December 5th at 12noon 

All are welcome to join Holly & Jackie for a soup 
lunch on the first Wednesday of each month. If you 
like bring bread, side dish or dessert to share. 
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 Upcoming Worship Schedule  

Dec 2: Holly 
Dec 9: Jackie-Life lessons can come from the most 
unexpected sources. This morning I’ll share some of 
the things my car radio has taught me. 
Dec 16: Holly 
Dec 23: Jackie-Many of the world’s religions share  
certain tenets like the Golden Rule and certain myths 
like creation stories centered in water. Today we will 
explore the common stories of the miracle births of the 
founders of several religions. 
Dec: 24: Christmas Eve Service 7:00 pm 
Program consists of a reading of T’was the Night 
Before Christmas, bible readings of the birth of Jesus, 
carols, music by the choir including an all-sing 
Hallelujah Chorus. 
Dec 30: Lay-led 
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December 1st Holiday Craft Sale 

The Craft Sale may be over before you get a chance 
to read this issue of The Gleam, but hopefully, you’ll 
be attending as a volunteer or a patron on Saturday 
Dec 1st from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm! 

There will be a number of vendors booked, from 
candles to soaps to jewelry to T-shirts to beauty 
products. Our theme this year is all natural and 
environmentally friendly. We anticipate that the fair 
will more successful than ever this year due to 
increased advertising, focus on a theme, and more 
crafts to sell.  

If you can lend a hand on the day of the fair, please 
contact Gwenn Therrien at gwennT39@aol.com or 
781-224-0624. 
Thank you! 
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