Minister’'s Gleanings
Pay it Forward

For many years “I resolved not to resolve any resolutions” and this yetimi&$or a change. | resolve to be
resolute in reconstructing my resolutions!

Through the years as the social trends provided for us more interestinggsesglitemptations, we have all
done the; “eat almonds, more greens and tofu” thing, or joined a gym with every intemgfleght. Some
do the “strive to spend less time on the computer, give up smoking or drinking, stregstlesslved in a
cause, or be a better person” thing, until we essentially implode from the gnofmitr own expectations. By
March all is usually merely a memory of one more failed attempt to be perfect

Sorting through all the resolutions of years gone by, there is one thatsiissiut, that will never be obsolete
as seen in the eyes of one little boy, Trevor McKinney. Trevor, the son of an alcohdléer arad an abusive
father, is given an interesting assignment at school by his social studiesrt&ae class is charged with a
seemingly impossible task; “to find a way to change the world and to put it imba.&dtrevor, who had so
little emotional support himself, conjured the notion of paying a favor not back, but femeped/ing good
deeds not with payback, but with new good deeds done to three new people with the caveat thegnum the

Trevor's efforts caught on and what began as a school assignment changedehismantiunity in a growing
circle of people completely unknown to him.

In my own town this simple lesson began with one person paying for the coffee forsbe ipdine behind
and so it went down the line. Hundreds of people did the same.

One simple act of kindness shared and passed on. That's all. What a powerful way tattliadgs in a time
of such uncertainty, when anger and rage and violence appears to be the growing mebmsgaus
problems.

This year, as the joys and stresses of Christmas fade into their respeges and the 2008 looms before us, |
wish you all a very happy and peaceful New Year, and the one sure thing that mgk cha world...
Pay It Forward.

Sincerely,
Holly
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Upcoming Worship Schedule

Jan 6: Rev Jackie Clement—The story of the hymn
Amazing Grace is the story of the transformation of
one man’s life, one man'’s spiritual journey. Is there
inspiration and hope for us in that story?

Jan 13: Rev. Holly Baylies—TBA

Jan 20: Rev Jackie Clement—This week celebrates
both the birth of civil rights leader the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and the Jewish “earth day” Tu B’Shvat.
Hmm, how to honor both in a single service? Today
we’ll look at the concept of restorative justice

Jan 27: Rev. Holly Baylies—RE/children participating
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January 2008 UU Church Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedne sday Thursday Friday Saturday
** [Tentative On 176, 1 2 cleaming 3 4 5
W ake fisldSaugus (Temple Services
BOM 12:00-2:00] New Years Day Lunch with Ministers (Temple Services 00 122300
T:15-9:300 LTC setup 3:30-
Financa/Budget Linden Tree Coffes
12:30-2:30 House Spm
fi Servicesand RE | 7 8 S cleaning 1o 11 12
10230 am (Temple Services
BOM and Finance (KCC 1:30—T:300 Food Coop Pickup (Temple Services B0 12:30)
meetings** Choir T:30 pm T 15-9:30)
(Laugh Club 3-4)
Food Coop order due
13 14 15 16 cleaming 17 18 19
Services and RE (KICC 1:30-T:30) (Temple Services
1 30 am Finance /Budget (Dog Training 6:30- | Religious Education (Temple Services a0 12:300)
mee ting T:00 — 9:00 T:30) Committes T: 30 T 15-9:30)
A genda Proposal Agenda Proposal Choir 7:30 pm (Rental Party time
meeting 1 2:00-2:00 ‘mee ting T:30-5:00 TEBD)
20 21 22 23 cleaming 24 25 26
Services and RE (Temple Services
10t 300 am (KCC 1:30—T:300 (Dog Training 6:30- (Temple Services B0 12:30)
T:300 T:15-9:30
(Langh Club 3-4) Choir T:30 pm My Bmothers Table
Gleam Deadline Wolunkeer Day
jer) 28 29 30 cleaming 3l All meatings & { ) parenthesis
Services and RE {Dog Training 6:30- events are at the reprasemnts rentals
1030 am (KCC 1:30—7:30) T30 church unless lalic for dates of
Choir 7:30 pm otherwise noted. general intarest
All Church Meeting
12:00-2:00
Unitarian Universalist Church of Wakefield Stamp

PO Box 529
Wakefield MA 01880
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