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We love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 

One morning this week, I was walking in the woods, as I often do. There is so much to see in springtime, in-
deed any time of the year.  

I turned my attention from the azaleas and fiddlehead ferns to the evergreens in many stages of 
youth and decay, each one giving testimony to the life within it, each one bearing witness to win-
ters and summers it has endured. I stopped to photograph them, to fix their memory in my 

mindôs eye, perhaps to share this memory with others. 

Long ago, I made the switch from film to digital photography. A lotôs been gained, in terms of cost and convenience. At the 
same time, somethingôs been lost in the nature of our involvement with the physical process of making a picture. 

Some of you may have developed your own photos, or have a general sense of how itôs done. My first experience with this was 
in an arts and crafts class at summer camp, when I was maybe ten.  

I had taken the picture with a simple box camera. In the darkroom, I placed the square negative directly on a piece of photo 
paper and exposed it briefly to light. Then, I immersed the paper in a tray of developer solution. 
I remember watching, amazed, as an image emerged from nothing in just a few seconds. It was a 
picture of our cabin with a sign over it that said, ñThe Birchesò. I still have that picture.  

(I also remember running back to The Birches overjoyed, only to be yelled at by the counselor 
for missing ñinspectionò ï a black mark on his record, to be sure. But what could I say? Iôd been 

in a different world, watching time happening). 

The picture begins as a latent image where light has struck the silver salts in the film for a fraction of a second. This changes 
the film invisibly, so that it bears the imprint of this fleeting event. Itôs not until the film is developed that the image manifests 
itself. The developer transforms the silver salts which were struck by light into tiny grains of metallic silver, making them visi-
ble and relatively permanent. The rest of the salts are then removed by a ñfixerò solution, which dissolves everything thatôs not 
part of the image, to be washed away.  

As human beings, we emerge into life. We bear the imprint of those who gave us life: their memories, the very patterns of 
their bodies. Some would say that we carry the image of our maker: that we are made in the image and likeness of God, who is 
invisible to us.  

We bear that latent image. It is through our encounters with life, especially the giving and receiving of love, that the image 
becomes vivid and clear. 

If we love, itôs because we have been loved in turn by parents, by relatives, by teachers, by friends, and by Love itself. We carry 
that memory, that image, within us always. 

In faith, 

 
Rev. Bruce Taylor 

Table of Contents       

Pages 1-2: Worship, Ministry 

Page 3:  Presidentõs Message 

Page 4: Events, Around the Block 

Page 5: Social Action 

Page 6:  Musical Notes, 

 Committee News & RE 

Page 7: Church Officers 

Page 8: Book Group 

The Gleam   

June 2017 Newsletter  

Unitarian Universalist Church of  Wakefield    

Important Dates for Your Calendar  

Sunday, June 11  

 Flower Communion & Church Picnic, 10:30am  

Friday,  June 16  

 Rise Up Singing, 7:30pm  
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Ministerõs  

Availability  

and Office Hours 

I will be at the UUA General As-
sembly in New Orleans from Tues-

day, June 20 through Sunday, June 25. During 
this time, you can reach me by email or by phone; 
I will try to respond the same day. My summer 
leave begins on Monday, June 26 and ends on 
Sunday, August 20. In case of pastoral emer-
gency, please contact a member of the Board -- I 
have arranged for another minister to provide 
emergency coverage for me when I am traveling. 

During the month of June, I will be at the church 
on the following weekdays from 2:00 ð 6:00 
P.M.: 

Å Tuesdays: June 6 and 13. 

Å Thursdays: June 1, 8 and 15. 

Since this schedule can change, please check the 
Sunday order of service and/or call ahead. 

June Services 

June 4:  Practices of Presence 

 Rev. Bruce Taylor 

What makes us human is the quality of our encoun-

ters. Many of us live with divided attention: multi-

tasking, running on auto-pilot, living in the past or 

future. What would it be like to be fully present to 

ourselves, to one another, to beauty, to the richness of 

the everyday world? Todayõs sermon 

explores some effective ways of bring-

ing our whole being into the present 

moment, and the consequences of do-

ing this. 

June 11: Flower Communion and  
 Meditations on Time 
 Rev. Bruce Taylor 

As the summer season approaches, we become aware 

of the passage of time. In today's service, we reflect on 

a year of change, and on time itself: Nature's way of 

preventing everything from happening at once? A 

utilitarian grid of boxes to be filled or consumed? A 

flowing stream that bears us all away? Our point of 

contact with the eternal? (The answer is yes, and we 

have choices to make here). 

hǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ 
 We gather in faith to 
 Welcome with open appreciation, 
 Worship together in community. 
 Walk a path of truth, and 
 Work with love for a better world today. 

Meditation Practice Groupñ 

The Silent Pause  

Joe Cresta continues with our Meditation Prac-

tice Group every Sunday at 4:30 PM on the 
stage in our Social Hall. Allow about an hour, 

bring your meditation cushion, if you have one, 

or you can sit in a chair. At times there may be 

others leading meditation, including our Affili-

ate Community Minister, Ralph Galen. The 

group is open to everyone; there is no commit-
ment to be there every week and no cost. A 

free -will offering to benefit the min-

istries of the church is appreciated. 

For more information, call Joe Cre-

sta at 781 -640 -2619, or email him 

at j7cresta@comcast.net . 

June Dream Work Schedule 

To make up for the May 

session which had to be 

rescheduled, the dream 

group will meet on   

Å Sunday, June 4 from 12:15 to 1:45.  

This meeting will be held in the Nursery. 

RSVP is encouraged, so that we know who's at-

tending. Please contact 

Rev. Bruce Taylor - 

 bruce.carey.taylor@gmail.com,  

 cell: 603-233-3554 

mailto:j7cresta@comcast.net
mailto:bruce.carey.taylor@gmail.com
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Well it is time to welcome summer into our lives. Warm weather, bar-
becues, visiting friends and family over the next few months, taking it 
all in, and, like many, we think summer is too short.  

Our last worship service is Sunday, June 11, and 
that means our annual potluck picnic. Come and 
join us for this worship service and enjoy the 
picnic as we say good-bye for the summer. Please 
contact Joe with what you plan to bring to the 

picnic; email Joe at admin@wakefielduu.org or call him at 781-640-2619. 

We are happy that Reverend Bruce Taylor will be with us for the coming year. We will work 
with Rev. Taylor on the next phases of the interim process. A lot will be done starting in the 
fall, and I hope you will consider participating in the activities that will be announced before 
we come back in September.  

Later in June, I, along with Rev. Taylor, will be attending this yearõs UUA General Assembly in 
New Orleans. We look forward to meeting our UU brothers and sisters from all over the coun-
try and around the world. We are going at a time when Mayor Landrieu and the City Council 
of New Orleans have had the courage to remove confederate statues from the public square, 
recognizing that these symbols no longer speak to the residents of their city. It is a courageous 
step by the Mayor, and if you are browsing through the web, listen to his speech, which has 
since gone viral; you can search for it on YouTube.  

Iõm looking forward to hearing this yearõs Ware Lecture guest, 
Bryan Stevenson.  You may remember this name; he is the author 
of òJust Mercy," a common read we did a couple of years ago. 
Furthermore, at this GA we will vote for a new President of the 
UUA.   

There will be a number of seminars dealing with racial justice. 
Seminars include: òSpiritual Practices with Whitenessó and 

òDeeper Than Skin: Building Bridges with Musicó; also, there will be discussions surrounding 
the immigration issues we now are facing as a country. This is going to be an exciting General 
Assembly; canõt wait to go! 

Whatever your plans are for this summer, have fun, be safe, and we will see you in the fall! 

 Joe 

 

 

 

 

Presidentõs Message 

mailto:admin@wakefielduu.org
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Arts and Crafts Circle  

(aka The Unfinished Projects Group) 

Our next meeting will be 1-5pm on Saturday, 

June 24th, at Vickyôs house.  As always, all are 

welcome! 

Successful Flea Market!  

I would like to extend a big  thank -you to 

everyone involved with this year's flea 

market: for the many donated "fleas" of all 

sizes and value, for the help with setup, 

sorting, cleaning and pricing, for the many 

sellers both inside, and particularly outside 

in the raw weather, and the very helpful 

clean -up crews. This year's flea market 

netted just over $1420, a very good year, 

though a little less than we first thought.   

The flea market does require a lot of help-

ing hands, but while doing it, we are able 
to clear out stuff we no longer need or 

want, and offer it at a very low price to 

others who do want or need these items. 

Most of what doesn't sell is donated to 

other very worthy charitable organizations, 

helping support their missions. The flea 

market also offers us an opportunity to in-

teract with the local community and a 

chance for the church mem-

bers and friends to come to-

gether, all this while earning 

$1420 to add to the church's 
operating budget income. 

That's a success to me!  

-  Janine  

                       Around the Block 
Congratulations to... 

§ Jay Parece, who is graduating this month from WMHS and has decided to at-
tend Nichols College in the fall. Go Bison! 

§ K.C. Skeldon, who is now an alumna of Wellesley College, with a bachelorõs degree in geo-
sciences.  Coincidentally, the only other Wakefield native in Wellesleyõs Class of 2017 is Jayõs cousin! 

Do you know of some news that should be shared with our congregation?  Please send it to 
news@wakefielduu.org, and it will appear in next monthõs Around the Block.  Thank you! 

Summer Sunday Walks  

Each Sunday from June 

19 through September 4 

join members and 

friends for the Break-

heart Reservation walk, 

starting at 9AM. Come 

once, come twice, or come every weekñitõs a 

great way to keep in touch over the sum-

mer, get some fresh air and exercise, and 

share in interesting conversations with new 

or òoldó friends. 

Meet at the Breakheart Res-

ervation, Wakefield entrance 

(N.E. Vocational School park-

ing lot). Family, friends and 

dogs are welcome!  

Annual  

Potluck Picnic  

June 11  

After Service  

Please let Joe 

know what you plan to bring!  

June 11 is Flower Sunday! 

Donôt forget your flower... 

mailto:news@wakefielduu.org?subject=Around%20the%20Block
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Please join us for Social Action Meetings ð open to all!      

Please join us on the 4 th  Tuesday of each month (September ð May) for Social Action commit-

tee meetings in the church nursery at 7pm. All are welcome.     For more information contact 

Laura Broding - brodingl@gmail.com , 617 -312 -6718.  

We are wrapping up for this year, but be on the lookout for the summer Gleam with an-

nouncements for our August meeting   

My Brotherôs Table 

On the 4th Saturday of every other month we join with other volunteers and assist with 

the preparation and service of meals at My Brotherôs Table (98 Willow St., Lynn), a 

soup kitchen serving the greater Lynn area for an average of 200 guests each day.  

For those attending, the plan is always to meet in front of the church on Saturday 

afternoon at 12:30 and car pool to Lynn.  Prep is from 12:45 ï 2:30pm.  Clean up is 

over by 4:30 latest.  You can help for part of the day or the entire service and families 

with children are welcome to help.   

Contact:  Laura Broding (brodingl@gmail.com, 617-312-6718) for more information.    

The NEXT service date is ï July 22. This event is ongoing and occurs every OTHER month.     

Other Social Action News: 

 

April Food Drive Update 

We had a very successful food drive this 

spring, with consistent donations each week. 

Many thanks to everyone who donated! And a 

special thank-you to the children in our RE 

program who decorated our collection wagon 

so nicely. 

Altogether, we collected twelve FULL bags of 

groceries, cleaning products, and personal 

care items, which weighed in at 125 pounds! 

We also received some generous monetary 

donations which added up to a 

whopping $200! This will be the equivalent of 

$800 when the Wakefield Interfaith Food 

Pantry uses that money toward fresh fruits 

and vegetables, dairy products, and frozen meats and poultry from the Boston Food Bank. We also 

collected a dozen reusable cloth bags which will be used by regular clients of the  WIFP, qualifying 

them for an item from the bonus shelves. For more information about the Wakefield Interfaith Food 

Pantry, go to www.wifoodpantry.org. 

 

Social Action Corner 

mailto:brodingl@gmail.com
mailto:brodingl@gmail.com
http://www.wifoodpantry.org/

